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SUBJECT: RET .EASE OE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

1. JANUARY 27 AKHBAR ANNOUNCES THAT SADAT HAS ORDERED RELEASE 
OE MUSTAPHA AMIN, IMPRISONED SINCE 1964 ON CHARGES OE 
ESPIONAGE. ANNOUNCEMENT OF RELEASE IS EOLLOWED BY BRIEE 
ARTICLES BY MUSTAPHA AMIN AND LI, HIS BROTHER. BOTH STRONGLY 
PRAISE SADAT. 

2. JANUARY 28 PRESS CARRIES NEWS OE RELEASES OE OTHER: 

ABBAS RADWAN, EX-MINISTER OE INTERIOR WHO WAS ARRESTED IN 1967 
IN CONNECTION WITH AMER PLOT AGAINST NASSER; GROUP CAPTAIN 
TASHIN ZAKI, ARRESTED IN SAME AEEAIR; EX-CHIEF OF AIR FORCE 
SIDQI MAHMUD AND EX-AIR VICE MARSHAL ISMAIL LABIB, TRIED IN 
1968 EOR THEIR RESPONSIBILITY IN 1967 DEFEAT; AND EX- WAR 
MINISTER MOHAMMAD EAWZI, ARRESTED IN 1971 IN CONNECTION 
WITH MAY 15 ANTI-SADAT MOVE BY MEMBERS OF ASU EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

3. COMMENT; MUSTAPHA AMIN'S RELEASE COMES SLIGHTLY MORE 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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THAN A WEEK ALTER THE RETURN OF HIS BROTHER ALI TO EGYPT, 
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AFTER AN EXILE OE NINE YEARS SUBSEQUENT TO MUSTAPHA'S 
ARREST. BOTH AMIN BROTHERS HAVE HAD A EOLLOWING IN EGYPT, 
PARTICULARLY IN PRESS CIRCLES, WHERE THEIR REPUTATION AS 
GUIDING EORCES OP EGYPTIAN JOURNALISM HAS REMAINED RELATIVELY 
UNTARNISHED. IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT, WITH INSIDE ASSISTANCE, 

ALI WAS ABLE TO NEGOTIATE BOTH HIS RETURN AND MUSTAPHA'S 
RELEASE. 

4. THE OTHER RELEASES, HOWEVER, APPEAR SELECTIVE. RADWAN 
AND ZAKI WERE ONLY TWO MEMBERS OP A GROUP WHICH INCLUDED 
EX- WAR MINISTER SHAMS BADRAN AND EX-DIRECTOR OF GENERAL 
INTELLIGENCE SALAH NASR. THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THEY 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN REPRIEVES. SIDQI MAHMUD AND ISMAIL LABIB 
WERE ACCOMPANIED DURING THEIR TRIAL BY AIR CHIEF OF STAFF 
GAMAL ALITI, AND AIR VICE MARSHAL ABDEL HAMID AL-DAGHIDI, 

WHO WERE SUBSEQUENTLY ACQUITTED. MOHAMMAD PAWZI, RELEASED 
ALTER SERVING LESS THAN THREE YEARS OP A PIPTEEN-YEAR 
SENTENCE, WAS INVOLVED WITH INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS SHAARAWD 
GOMAA, SAMI SHARAP AND MOHAMMAD PAYER IN AN ALLEGED (BY 
SADAT) ATTEMPT TO PRECIPITATE A GOVERNMENT CRISIS WHICH 
WOULD PUT THEM IN POWER. TODAY, GOMAA SHARAP, PAYER AND 
OTHERS, INCLUDING ALI SABRI,REMAIN IN PRISON POR THEIR 
CONNECTION WITH THIS APPAIR. WHILE JANUARY 28 AHRAM STATES 
THT RELEASES HAVE BEEN MADE POR REASON OP HEALTH, MANY 
EGYPTIANS WILL SEE POLITICAL MOTIVES BEHIND THEM, AND 
ANOTHER INDICATION THAT EGYPT'S INTERNAL PATH IS 
TOWARD FURTHER LIBERALIZATION. 
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